THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

O teach me how to-make mine owne excufe. 

Or (at the leaft) this refuge letmefinde, 

Though my grofte bloud be ftaind with this abufc, 
Immaculate, and fpotlcfle is my mind. 

That was not forc’d, that ncuer was inclind 
To acceffarie y eeldings, but ftill pure 
Doth in her poyfon’d clofet yet endure. 

Lo heare thehopelefle Marchantofthis Ioffe, 

With head declin’d, and voice darn’d vp with wo* 
With fad fet eyes and wretched armes acroffe. 
From lips new waxen pale, begins to blow 
The griefe away, that flops his anfwer fo. 

But wretched as he is he ftriues in vainc> 

What he breaths out, his breath drinks vp again. 

As through an Arch, the violent roaringtide, 
Outruns the eye that doth behold his haft : 

Yet in the Edie boundeth in his pride, 

Backe to the ftrait that forft him on fo fall : 

In rage fent out, recald in rage being paft, 

Euen fo his fighes,his forrowes make a faw, 

To pufh griefe on, and back the fame grief draw. 

Which 
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Which fpeechleffe woe ofhis poore (lie attendeth, 
And his vntimelie frenzie thus awaketh, 

Deare Lord, thy forrow to my forrow lendeth 
Another power, no floud by raining (lakcth, 

My woe too fencible thy paflion maketh 
More feeling painfull, let it than fufnce 
To drowne on woe, one paire ofweeping eyes. 

And formy fake when I might charme thee fo, 
Forfhee that was thy Lvcrece, now attend me, 
Be fodaineliereuenged on my Foe. 

Thine, mine, his own,fuppofe thou doft defend me 
From what is paft, the helpe that thou fhalt lend me 
(ponies all too late, yet let the Traytor die, 

£c For fparingluftice feeds iniquitie. 

But ere I name him, you faire Lords, quoth fhee, 

( Speaking to thofe that came with Col at in e) 
Shall plight your Honourable Faiths to me, 

With fwift purfuit to venge this wrong of mine, 
For’tis a meritorious faire defgne, 

To chafe iniuftice with reuengefull armes, 
Knights by their oaths fhould right poore Ladies 

M (harmes. 
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